DECISION TREES FOR MAJOR CORAL TYPES 10

In the following pages a series of decision trees are presented as an additional mechanism to
guide users towards identifying the most common genera that are used in the trade.

The major Coral Types referred to in the manual and for which decision trees are available are :
o Massive

Plating

Foliaceous

Branching

Solitary or Free Living.

These Coral Types refer to easily recognized coral shapes that can be applied in a simplified
way so that the variety of coral shapes can be used as a lead into the full variety of genera.

NOTES TO ACCOMPANY THE DECISION TREES

1. Plating and Foliaceous coral types are pooled together in the decision tree compared to the
manual that treats them separately.

2. Note that many genera occur more than once in different trees that deal with different coral
types. This is because some genera include different species that have these different
growth form types.

3. Nodecision tree for the Solitary or Free Living types is presented here.

4. Massive type decision trees are divided into 3 sections for greater clarity.



|llustrated Key to branching coral genera I
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llustrated Key to massive corals: round or oval polyps 13
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lllustrated Key to plating and foliaceous corals 17
corallites are separate corallites arranged in rows

Jurbinaria Werilin

_ corallites invalley;
a) large round or oval corallites; valleys separated by waII
plocoid; separate walls

furbinana = s ;| i
valleys and walls parallel valleys and walls radiate
to colony margin; septa  to colony margin; septa
smooth and neat jagged and exsert

corallites circular, corallites circular;
raised; coenosteum elevated; coenosteum
granulated; septa exsert porous; septa short

b) corallites large,
but indistinct;
colony has A

fluted projection Al
=

valleys and walls v
irregular;

raised structures
between corallites

c)corallites small and not
raised: lack true walls;

corallites tubular, pomt out
ribs radiate from center to
margin; coenosteum smooth

corallites depressed; septa
coenosteum has pItS form spines that point inward
S— coenosteum porous or with
small bumps

septo-costae radiate
between corallites
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